TYPES OF BEHAVIOUR

The bone which he had previously pretended to
be alive, now began to look as if it really were
alive, and his astonishment knew no bounds. He
first approached it with nervous caution as Mr.
Spencer describes, but as the slow receding motion
continued, and he became quite certain that the
movement could not be accounted for by any
residuum of the force which he had himself com-
municated, his astonishment developed into dread,
and he ran to conceal himself under some articles
of furniture, there to behold at a distance the
uncanny spectacle of a dry bone coming to life/
Certain instances of instinctive fear of harmless
things may help to interpret the preceding ob-
servations. G. Stanley Hall mentions a little girl
who would scream when she saw feathers floating
through the air. To keep another child in a room,
it was sufficient to place a feather in the keyhole.1
Shall we hold that these animals interpreted
the unusual experiences reported above as the
work of hidden beings of the kind known to them,
or shall we agree rather with Lloyd Morgan,
Romanes, Spencer, and others, in thinking that
their behaviour indicated merely surprise, astonish-
ment, and fear at the unexpected movements ot
familiar objects ? That explanation is probably

1 A Study in Fears, Am. Jour, of Psy. (1897), viii. p. 166.
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